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Dr. Rudolph F. “Rudy” Crew is a renowned educational leader and reformer who brings more than a quarter-century of experience and success to DeKalb County Schools, both in and out of the classroom. He has been and continues to be drawn to leading large, diverse school districts and student bodies with strong potential for improvement and success. Throughout his 30-year career as an educator, administrator and community partner, he has always put students’ needs first, including accelerating student learning and making positive changes in the nation’s largest (New York City) and fourth-largest (Miami-Dade County) schools districts with 1 million students and 65,000 teachers, and 353,000 students and 65,000 teachers, respectively. 

Unafraid to think progressively about innovation in education, as Chancellor of New York City public schools and Superintendent in Miami, Dr. Crew reimagined school districts for those cities’ lowest-performing schools, organizing them in virtual districts defined by student need, not geography. These initiatives leveraged research-based practices to improve student learning and are considered national models for reform.

In New York City, Dr. Crew introduced new strategies designed to improve student achievement, especially for poor and minority students. These include:
· The adoption of curriculum standards for all schools, 
· Establishing the Math and Science Institute, an after-school and Saturday program to help poor Black and Latino students boost their academic performance
· Creating a Superintendents’ and Principals’ Institute to cultivate and nurture school leadership 
· Creation of new mechanisms for school governance, including elimination of tenure for principals, and introduction of school-based budgeting
· Implementation of a process to screen all students for giftedness using a range of criteria

During his time as superintendent in Miami, Newsweek named 12 high schools in the county among the best, and U.S. News & World Report listed two high schools in the Top 100, with seven others named among the best. Dr. Crew’s School Improvement Zone was named a Top 50 Innovation by Harvard Kennedy School's Ash Institute, and he was named the 2008 AASA National Superintendent of the Year. He is credited with:
· Helping more than half of the county’s schools achieve “A” status
· Reducing crowding by building 29 new schools 
· Creating paths for more English Language Learners and students of color and in poverty to gain college entry with improved ACT and SAT scores
· Introducing The Parent Academy, which served more than 150,000 parents and families with courses, workshops and events designed to help them support their children’s education

A Poughkeepsie, New York native, Dr. Crew was appointed as Oregon’s first-ever chief education officer in 2012 and currently serves as President of Medgar Evers College, a public college in New York City. Since his appointment in 2013, Crew has implemented programs to help increase enrollment and graduation rates at the college and lower the number of incoming freshmen who require remedial courses. In 2014, Dr. Crew launched the Medgar Evers College Pipeline, an innovative and ambitious program designed to prepare students from dozens of low-performing schools in central Brooklyn for college and professional careers. 

Dr. Crew earned his Bachelor of Arts in Education from Babson College and graduated with a master's degree and Ed.D. from the University of Massachusetts. Throughout his career, Dr. Crew’s guiding principle has always been to provide the means by which all students can achieve high standards, and he has made it his mission to overhaul and strengthen America’s educational system.

