http://www.diabetes.org/living-with-diabetes/parents-and-kids/diabetes-care-at-school/legal-protections/school-laws-and-policies/georgia.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/
[bookmark: _GoBack]Georgia
About this information:
This information was prepared by the American Diabetes Association, a national leader in diabetes information and advocacy. It covers state rules on diabetes care in Georgia schools, and may not include all the important details. We strive to be constantly up to date, but laws can change. It is not a substitute for professional legal advice.
If you need more information or help, email askADA@diabetes.org or call us at 1-800-DIABETES (342-2383). We have experienced legal advocates who are here to help.
1. Does Georgia allow school staff members who are not health care professionals to administer insulin?
Yes. With written permission from parents and a physician, trained unlicensed school staff can administer insulin:&
[…] the school nurse or, in the absence of the school nurse, trained diabetes personnel shall perform functions including, but not limited to, responding to blood glucose levels that are outside of the student's target range; administering glucagon; administering insulin, or assisting a student in administering insulin through the insulin delivery system the student uses; providing oral diabetes medications; checking and recording blood glucose levels and ketone levels, or assisting a student with such checking and recording; and following instructions regarding meals, snacks, and physical activity. O.C.G.A. § 20-2-779(d).
Private schools are also immune from liability if they allow staff to provide diabetes care. O.C.G.A. § 20-2-779(g).
2. Does Georgia allow school staff members who are not health care professionals to administer glucagon?
Yes. As stated above, trained unlicensed school staff can provide all aspects of diabetes care, including "administering glucagon." O.C.G.A. § 20-2-779(d).
3. Does Georgia allow students to self-manage diabetes care at school, anytime and anywhere?
Yes. A student with a written note from a parent, and with a current diabetes medical management plan, may manage diabetes care at any place, including in school classrooms:
Upon written request of a student's parent or guardian and if authorized by the student's diabetes medical management plan, a student with diabetes shall be permitted to perform blood glucose checks, administer insulin through the insulin delivery system the student uses, treat hypoglycemia and hyperglycemia, and otherwise attend to the monitoring and treatment of his or her diabetes in the classroom, in any area of the school or school grounds, and at any school related activity. O.C.G.A. § 20-2-779(e).
4. Does Georgia allow students to carry diabetes supplies like needles, insulin, and blood glucose testing devices?
Yes. Students with a written note from a parent, and with a current diabetes medical management plan, may carry diabetes supplies with them at all times:
Upon written request of a student's parent or guardian and if authorized by the student's diabetes medical management plan, a student with diabetes […] shall be permitted to possess on his or her person at all times all necessary supplies and equipment to perform such monitoring and treatment functions. O.C.G.A. § 20-2-779(e).
5. Does Georgia allow a school to transfer out a student with diabetes because no one is available to provide diabetes care?
No. The school must provide a nurse or unlicensed school staff to provide diabetes care. At least two school staff must receive training. Someone must be available on site at all times to provide diabetes care:
(b)(2)Each local board of education and state chartered special school shall ensure that training [for diabetes care] is provided to a minimum of two school employees at each school attended by a student with diabetes. […] The school nurse or at least one trained diabetes personnel shall be on site at each school and available during regular school hours to provide care to each student with diabetes […] O.C.G.A. § 20-2-779(b) – (d).
"[A] student's school choice shall in no way be restricted because the student has diabetes." O.C.G.A. § 20-2-779(d)(3).
Resources:
For more information, see the following helpful resources:
· Official Code of Georgia Annotated, Chapter 20, Section 20-2-779.
· Georgia Department of Education, Guidelines for the Care Needed for Students with Diabetes, Aug. 22nd, 2012.
If you have more questions or need help with ongoing problems related to diabetes care at school, email askADA@diabetes.org, or call the American Diabetes Association Association at 1-800-DIABETES (342-2383).
- See more at: http://www.diabetes.org/living-with-diabetes/parents-and-kids/diabetes-care-at-school/legal-protections/school-laws-and-policies/georgia.html?referrer=https://www.google.com/#sthash.iuF1jGGT.dpuf

